Saturday, Nov. 29

Reunited
“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.” 1 John 4:7

I think one of my most memorable Christmases would be the year my Dad came home after being gone for a year. Let me explain.

My Dad was in the Air Force. When I was in third grade, he was sent to Alaska for a year. I had a little bit of trouble understanding why he had to go. He had to go right before Christmas. That was a rough Christmas.


On my fourth grade year, I remember sitting in class and the principal called for me to come to the office over the intercom. My teacher asked me, “Greg, what have you done this time?” So I got up and headed to the office. At the bottom of the stairs stood my Dad! I don’t think I touched a step. I landed right in his arms. This was right before Christmas.


That was the first Christmas I learned that it’s not the gifts or toys that make Christmas, but the ones you get to spend it with, to celebrate the birth of our Christ.

Discussion: Have you had a surprise guest at Christmas? Have you ever surprised someone else at Christmas? Who are the ones you most want to spend Christmas with?

Prayer: Father, we thank you for the service men and women in our country, for they sacrifice so much, especially time with their families. Father, we pray for the families whose loved one is serving away from home this holiday, especially if they are in combat zones. Keep them safe, Lord, and bring them home. In Jesus, Amen.

Greg Deal is married to wife, Susie.

