Monday, Dec. 1

Our Family Christmases


“Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” Deut. 11:18-19
Sam and I had our first child a son Sam Jones and 2 daughters Kitty Hieatt and Mary Walter (Wahoo.) 

When they were a little older, we started having hot chocolate poured out of a Santa boot pitcher into little Santa boot mugs and cookies we had made under the Christmas tree. We would read The Night before Christmas first and then we read about the birth of Jesus from Luke 2 last. Of course, we had to leave hot chocolate and cookies under the tree for Santa Claus before they got into bed for fear they wouldn't be asleep when Santa arrived. 

We always rode by Lovemans to wave at Santa Claus who was seated in his big chair in a large window upstairs in the store. We did that for several years. The last time we did it they were so embarrassed they got on the floor of the car. I looked around and I was the only one waving at Santa. I thought I was getting strange looks from people walking by. 

We did the hot chocolate and cookies until they were grown and married. We have done the same thing with our grandchildren. Now they are grown so we haven't done it for the last few years. This year we have a new great-grandson so we can start the tradition all over again. 
Discussion: What memories do you have of what your family did right before bedtime Christmas Eve?

Prayer: We thank you Father for sweet memories of days gone by and the opportunity to create new memories with old traditions in the next generations. All glory to you, O Lord, Amen.
Kitty Dawson has attended Snowdoun UMC her whole life.
