Wednesday, Dec. 17

In Plenty and In Want

“I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” Phil. 4:11-12

We had the tallest tree in Montgomery, because of dad’s position of manager. The tree went from the floor to the ceiling of our two story home. The tree was in the center of the spiral staircase. A star was put on with a ladder at the top. You had to decorate the tree by walking up the stairway. One of the best things under the tree was a basket of kumquats, oranges, peppermint sticks and Brazil nuts. Mama would hang our own person socks as stockings on the mantel, of course mine was always the smallest. We used to line up from youngest to oldest on the staircase on Christmas morning. Since I was the youngest, I got to go in first to see my toys. I had to practice acting surprised, because unknown to my parents, my brother Harris and I had already discovered our toys and played with them earlier in the week. 

When I was 6 years old, I got a pony and a double pistol cowboy outfit. I thought all the kids got this stuff. Then my dad lost his job as manager of 27 Hill Stores all over the tri-county area. His oldest son was in medical school, two daughters at UAB and one daughter at Huntingdon and was in first grade. The next year I got roller skates. We take things for granted. Just appreciate what you have. 
Discussion: How have your Christmases been: plenty or want? Tell about what your Christmas tree was like.

Prayer: Father, all blessings come from you. And we are grateful when our needs are met and blessed when our wants are met. Lord, we are reminded to appreciate what we have and where it comes from. In Jesus, Amen.
Dr. Richard W. Green is a veterinarian and younger brother to Dot Hawthorne.

