Thursday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day
God – Man – Savior

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:8-11

We were not your typical family. We broke the rules. We opened all of our presents on Christmas Eve. And, I wouldn’t have had it any other way. Each year, my father would take my two brothers and I on some adventure to wear us out … so we would all be tired enough to sleep during our afternoon naps. We would eat a simple meal as a family. Then, we would open presents together. The three of us would play with our toys for a couple of hours and then came the best part: our family would attend Midnight Mass.


The service would begin with darkness and candles. At a young age, I didn’t know exactly what Christmas meant, but because of this I knew it was special. As I got older, it was almost magical to me. I could envision Jesus being born in a stable on a starry night. Even to this day on Christmas Eve, I remember those days in my childhood.

I know that Jesus’ birth is the best present any of us could ever receive. For God, our Creator Father, to come down as a helpless infant knowing full well the intention was the die for all of us, is a love almost beyond comprehension. As we celebrate with family, feast and gifts this day, may we remember this love so great: when God became a man who became the Savior of us all. O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. Merry Christmas!
Discussion: What do you imagine Mary and Joseph were thinking on this day? What are some ways you will celebrate Christ’s birth today?

Prayer: God we are overwhelmed by Your love for us. Thank you, thank you for this tiny King. We humbly bow in worship before you. As we remember Your great love, may we share it with all those around us this and every day. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen.
