Friday, Dec. 5

Not About The Gifts
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” Matt. 25:37-40

Ganmama and Gandy (Stanley and Flora Boswell) were not much on presents or shopping. Two weeks before Christmas they took special time for riding and looking at lights, eating out, church events, family time and visiting. Every night had an activity. It was not rushed. My grandfather worked long hours on the farm, and I was always excited for the family time and events leading up to Christmas.  

Because they did not focus on lots of gifts or how much was spent on a gift, I never felt I was missing anything. Weeks ahead they pulled the calendar down and we marked placed to go or activities that we wanted to do.

The story of Christmas was always read on Christmas Eve and was repeated Christmas morning. I remember pickled peaches always being served along with the traditional Christmas dinner. We now work hard to keep the tradition of special family time. We reduce our gifts to each other and distribute gifts to families in need.    
Discussion: What are some things your family does throughout Advent that has nothing to do with gift giving? What are ways you help the needy at Christmas?

Prayer: The greatest gift we’ve every received is Your Son, Father, and we thank You for Him. Lord, let us remember to give to those who truly need it this holiday season. In Jesus, Amen.
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